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As for the King, his perfect insensibility at the death of a
mistress he had so passionately loved, and for so many years,
was so extreme, that Madame de Bourgognc could not keep her
surprise from him. He replied, tranquilly, that since he had
dismissed her he had reckoned upon never seeing her again,
and that thus she was from that time dead to him. It is easy
to believe that the grief of the children ho had had by her did
not please him. Those children did not daro to wear mourning
for a mother riot recognised. Their appearance, therefore, con-
trasted with that of the children of Madame do la Valli6rc, who
had just died, and for whom they were wearing mourning.
Nothing could equal the grief which Madamo la Duchesso
d'Orldans, Madame la Duchesse, and the Cointo do Toulouse
exhibited. The grief of Madame la Duclies.se especially was
astonishing, for she always prided herself on loving nobody;
still more astonishing was the grief of M. lo Due, so inaccessible
to friendship. We must remember, however, that this death
put an end to many hopes. M. du Maine, for his part, could
scarcely repress his joy at the death of Ins mother, and after
having stopped away from Marly two days, returned arid caused
the Comte of Toulouse to be recalled likewise. Madame de
Maintenon, delivered of a former rival, whose place she had
taken, ought, it might have been thought, to have felt relieved.
It was otherwise; remorse for the "benefits she had received
from Madame de Montespan, and for the manner in which
those benefits had been repaid, overwhelmed her, Tears .stole
down her cheeks, and she went into a strange privacy to hide
them. Madame de Bourgogne, who followed, was speechless with
astonishment.

The life and conduct of so famous a mistress, subsequent to
her forced retirement, have appeared to me sufficiently curious
to describe at length; and what happened at her death was
equally characteristic of the Court.

The death of the Duchesse de Nemours, which followed
quickly upon that of Madame de Montespan, made still more
stir in the world, but of another kind. Madame de Nemours
was daughter, by a first marriage, of the last Due de Longue-